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Title Victorian Benthic Habitats - Open Coasts

Date 2017-05-03

Date type Creation

Abstract The Victorian seabed habitat map documents the distribution of broad benthic habitat types
in Victorian Coastal Waters to the State’s 3 nautical mile jurisdictional limit. The map was
created using a top-down modelling process whereby habitat descriptors were assigned using
seafloor structure and biological information derived from multibeam sonar (Victorian Marine
Habitat Mapping Project), bathymetric LiDAR (Future Coasts program) and observations from
underwater video.

Identification of benthic biota, to the lowest discernible taxonomic level, and substrate
characteristics were recorded according to the Victorian Towed Video Classification scheme
(Ierodiaconou et al. 2007).
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Extent

Geographic bounding box
West bound 140.05

East bound 150.07

South bound -39.29

North bound -37.18

Lineage
Statement Habitat maps in raster format were converted to vector type files (polygons) with a

minimum areal mapping unit of 20 by 20 metres (400m2) corresponding to a map scale of
approximately 1:50,000. Habitat descriptors are based on the best available information for
each area and therefore biological resolution varies along the coast.
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